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ABSTRACT. Helrrtinth parasites were identified in a natural population of primates at Polonnaruwa, 
Sri Lanka. Five fatally wounded or recently deceased toque macaques (Macaca sinica) and three 
langurs (Presbytis &enex and P. entellus) were autopsied. The following nematodes were found: 
Oesophagostomum aculeatum (Chabertiidae), Streptopharagus pigmentata (Spirocercidae), ' 
Physaloptera sp. (Spirujridae), Enterobius vermicularis (Oxyuridae), and Trichuris trichiura (Trichuri-
dae). One cestode, Hymenolepis was also recovered from P. entellus. Among fresh faecal samples of 
210 M. sinica, worm eggs of Oesophagostomum and Strongyloides were most abundant, followed by 
Trichostrongylus. Trichuris and Streptopharagus eggs were found occasionally. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The use of non-human primates in biomedical researcn has prompted a need for more 
information on the natural diseases of these species ( D UNN, 1970; REMFRY, 1978). The 
study of these diseases is not only required for preventive medicine in primate colonies, 
but also for management and conservation of primate populations (COLLET et al., 1986). 
Knowledge of natural diseases in non-human primates may help in the understanding of 
behavioural and other mechanisms of defense. Moreover, several parasites are shared by 
man and non-human primates ( CHITWOOD, 1970). Data on natural parasitic infections of 
non-human primates can indicate which of the parasites are potentially zoonotic Finally, 
the importance of non-human primates as laboratory models in studying host-parasite 
systems should not be underestimated (ORIHEL, 1970). 

The Polonnaruwa Sanctuary, in Sri Lanka, provides a natural environment for the four 
species of primates that are native to the Sri Lankan dry zone forest. These are the toque 
macaque (Macaca sinica sinica), the gray langur (Presbytis entellus thersites), the purple-
faced langur (P. senex senex) as well as the nocturnal loris (Loris tardigradus). The demo­
graphy, ecology, and behaviour of these primates have been studied since 1967, with 
intensive longitudinal attention to the macaques (D ITTUS, 1975, 1988). The present study 
deals with the identification of gastro-intestinal helminth parasites in the macaque and 
langur species as revealed by autopsies as well as fecal examinations. 


