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ABSTRACY

Sri Lanka's freshwater resources depend
primarily on the availability of surface and ground
water. Since there are no natural lakes. in Sri
Lanka, the freshwater resources of this island have
not only had a profound effect on the development of
culture and civilization, but are also a pre-
requisite for all economic development in the
country. Four important sources associated with the
on-going = developmental activities, namely
deforestation, creation of impoundments as causing
major impacts on our inland freshwater eco-system.
The future trends point to a major crisis arising
from the misuse or depletion of this invaluable
resources. Therefore, the urgent need for the
implementation of environmentally sound policies with
long term monitoring and research has been
highlighted. '
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