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. An Interstellar Message

Programme Director : Progesson Cynik Ponnamperuma
Programme Coordinator : Professon Kapila Dahanayake
Programme Editor . Daya De Silva -



TODAY'S PROGRAMME
10.00 am - 11.00 am Special .Lecture on, =
"Exploration of the Universe", by

Professor CyriLQPonnamperuma

11.00 am - 11.30 am T E a

11.30 am - 12.15 pm Panel Discussion led by
' Professor Cyril.Ponnamperuma

Participants : Professor K Tennakone
Dr F N Ponnamperuma
Professor S A Kulasooriya -
Professor S Bandaranayake
Professor 'S Balasubramaniam
Professor K Dahanayake -
Professor A A L Gunatilaka

12.15 pm - 12.45 pm Awards Ceremony

Distribution of Certificates by .
. Professor Cyril Ponnamperuma

Distribution of Prizes by
' Professor Cyril Ponnamperu

Distribution of Cash Prizes by
Ms Sumana Saparamadu

12.45 pm - 1.00 pm Vote of Tharks by

W A P Fernando - !
Overall Quiz Winner

1.00 pm - 2.00 pm L U N ‘C H

End of the Day's Programme



- .. The Exploration of the Universe
by

Professor Cyril Ponnamperuma

Abstract of thé lecture

Are we alone in thé universe? If we track the radio
waves from another galaxyﬁ what answérs may we not hear i1f we
listen more closely? If we tread on'an alienfdust what may we
not stumble ovér as we walk? If we ?race tAe origin of life

on earth what secrets may we not discover about its distribution

elsewhere in the universe?,

v

How does oné answer a question of such moméntus
importance? Three approaches are avaélable to'us. ' First the
landing of an instrument‘or man somewhere in theiSolér SyStem and
exploiing the surface of planets to see'whethér thefe is any
life present fhere. of necessity'thié aspect will ‘be confined
to our own plaggtary system, sincé we have no éechnblogy yet to
take us beyond.our own Sélar Systém.' The second approach is to
listen to sigﬁals from outer space. This presﬁbpo§es, intelliéent
beings as intéliigent or more thap'ouré. Tﬁe.third-approach is a
down to earth one. Here, we assuﬁé that life is an inevitable
cqnsequence'of\the evolution of mafter agd if Qe understood the
process by which,life began éh this earth, tben,fwe,can conclude
that similar sequenpe of events may have takén"place elsewhere in

the universe.



