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Summary: 30 samples of 3 different grades of Sri Lanka teas classified on the basis of altitudes 
on which they grow , were analyzed for organochlorine pesticides and PCB residues. Marked 
varia-tions in pesticide contents among the 3 grades were observed. The up-country teas were the 
most polluted (total DDT 580, cyclodienes 390, lindan 40 jug kg 1 of tea) whereas the mid-
country teas were the least polluted (totaj DDT and lindan below limits of detection, cyclodienes 
50/ig kg"1 of tea). Possible differences in plantation hygiene and factory processes in the 3 
regions are suggested for the observed variations. 

O r g a n o c h l o r p e s t i z i d r u c k s t a n d e in v e r s c h i e d e n e n T e e s o r t e n a u s Sri Lanka. 

Zusammenfassung: 30 Proben 3 verschiedener Teesorten aus Sri Lanka, die sich in der Hohenlage 
ihrer Anbaugebiete unterscheiden, werden auf Ruckstande von Organochlorpestiziden und PCB 
untersucht. Eindeutige Unterschiede im Pestizidgehalt der 3 Sorten konnten festgestellt werden. Die 
Hochlandtees waren am meisten belastet (Gesamt-DDT 580, Cyclodiene 390, Lindan 40 yug kg"1 

Tee), wahrend die Tees aus mittleren Hohenlagen am wenigsten belastet waren (Gesamt-DDT und 
Lindan unterhalb der Nachweisgrenze, Cyclodiene 50 fxg kg'1 Tee). Mogliche Unterschiede in der 
Plantagen-Hygiene und in den Verarbeitungsverfahren in den 3 Regionen werden a Is Ursachen der 
Unterschiede diskutiert. 

INTRODUCTION 

Sri Lanka is the third largest tea producer in the 
world. An important aspect of tea production in 
Sri Lanka is that by virtue of its position nearer 
to the equator and that some part of the tea 
growing area is in full production throughout 
the year (production varies only between 6 to 12 

% during the year). Sri Lanka's tea maintains an 
even flow to the world market during the year. 
In order to keep quality control in the market, 
the tea trade distinguishes three types of tea on 
the basis of the altitudinal range on which they 
grow (Table 1). 
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