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Abstract 

The framework of Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) in Sri Lanka and its implementation over the 
last ten years is described. A series of EIA reports 
were evaluated. The comments of a cross-section of 
officials involved in the implementation of EIA were 
obtained. Salient features of the EIA process such as 
the provisions for public and expert participation, the 
requirement for alternatives and provisions for equity 
are discussed. Loopholes whereby investors whose 
projects have significant environmental impact have 
circumvented the EIA legislation are described. The 
monitoring compliance and enforcement of 
environmental regulations is assessed. The policy of 
locating all new high and medium polluting 
industries in industrial estates is described. The 
function of the EIA process as a means of ensuring 
justice for those adversely affected by projects is 
highlighted. The use of extended cost-benefit analysis 
is discussed. 

It is recommended that policies be set out to guide 
investors, regulators and the public as to what type of 
projects are encouraged and where these ought to be 
located. Measures are suggested to alleviate the 
shortcomings of the management and legislation of 
the EIA process. A system of collating and 
disseminating environmental data is suggested. In 
setting effluent standards, the need to take account 
not only of effluent quality but the quantity and 
character of the receiving body is identified. 
Suggestions are made as to how to raise revenue for 
the EIA process. 

1. 0 Introduction 

Environmental Impact Assessment was made manda­
tory for projects with a significant environmental im­
pact through an amendment in 1988 to the National 
Environment Act of 1980 (Gazette, 1993.06.24). This 
act is the focal point of environmental legislation. It 
was amended again in 1995. This legislation pre­
scribes 31 categories of projects which need assess­
ment such as extracting over half a million cubic me­

ters of ground water per day, building hotels larger 
than a hundred rooms, construction of ports, high 
polluting industries and hydroelectricity projects 
(CEA,1995). If the project lies within the coastal zone, 
then the project is assessed by the Coast Conservation 
Department. In addition, industrial projects which are 
to be located close to environmental, archaeologicallv 
or sensitive areas need assessment. 

The evaluation of environmental impact is delegates 
to the following government bodies depending on the 
nature of the project. These are the Ministries having' 
the portfolios of National Planning, Lands, Irrigation 
Energy, Transport, Highways, Industries, Housing,' 
Construction, Fisheries, Aquatic Resourceŝ  
Agriculture, Plantation Industries and the Coast; 
Conservation Department, Urban Development' 
Authority, Board of Investments, Geological Survef 
and Mines Bureau, Central Environmental 
Authority(CEA) and Ceylon Tourist Board (CEÂ  
1995). The evaluating agency is referred to as the 
Project Approving Agency (PAA). Each of these 
PAA's have an EIA cell. 

In addition to the EIA, industries which dischar, 
effluents are required to obtain an Environmental 
Pollution License (EPL) from the CEA. This license' 
required of existing industries too. Projects which' 
not fall within the prescribed list are examined unrj/ 
various other legislations by local authorities, 
article will confine itself to the EIA process. 

Once a project is initiated by a private or state agen 
which is referred to as the project proponent (P 
there are several major stages in steps in an EIA (C 
1995 and 1996). These are 

• The project proponent (PP) provides prelimina 
information to the PAA 
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1995). The evaluating agency is referred to as the 
Project Approving Agency (PAA). Each of these 
PAA's have an EIA cell. 

In addition to the EIA, industries which dischar, 
effluents are required to obtain an Environmental 
Pollution License (EPL) from the CEA. This license' 
required of existing industries too. Projects which' 
not fall within the prescribed list are examined unrj/ 
various other legislations by local authorities, 
article will confine itself to the EIA process. 

Once a project is initiated by a private or state agen 
which is referred to as the project proponent (P 
there are several major stages in steps in an EIA (C 
1995 and 1996). These are 

• The project proponent (PP) provides prelimina 
information to the PAA 

Prof. Lareef Zubair - BSc Eng(Hons) Senior Lecturer in-
Civil & Median ical Engin eering, Un iversity ofPeradeniya,: 

in 1995 Research Fellow in Computer Science, Tht. 
Institute of Fundamental Studies 

00265 2 


