
Phylogenetic placement of the enigmatic 
genus Labullinyphia v a n H e l s d i n g e n , 1 9 8 5 , 
with redescription of Labullinyphia tersa 
(S imon , 1 8 9 4 ) from Sri Lanka (Araneae: 
Lmyphiidae) 

\ 
Suresh P. Benjamin & Gustavo Hormiga 

ABSTRACT Contrib. Nat . Hist. 1 2 : 1 6 1 - 1 8 1 . 

The endemic Sri Lankan spider genus Labullinyphia VAN HELSDINGEN, 1985 (Linyphii-
dae) is revised and the male of Labullinyphia tersa (SIMON, 1894) is described for 
the first time. We provide a detailed description of the genital and somatic morph­
ology of both sexes of L. tersa. Based on a cladistic analysis of morphological data 
we hypothesize that Labullinyphip is a member of the subfamily Erigoninae. L. tersa 
is found in the highly fragmented rain forests of Sri Lanka's central highlands. 

Introduction 

Sri Lanka is considered to be part of the ancient Deccan Plate and is separated 

from the Indian mainland by a shallow ocean strip called the Palk Strait. Never­

theless, Sri Lanka possesses a diverse, highly endemic spider fauna , unusual 

for an island of its size (Benjamin 2 0 0 0 ; Benjamin & jocque 2 0 0 0 ; Benjamin 

2 0 0 1 ; Benjamin 2 0 0 4 ; Huber & Benjamin 2 0 0 5 ) . Sri Lanka's endemic species 

are concentrated mostly in the small remnants of rain forest, in the southwest , 

and in the central highlands. Unfortunately , the lack o f detai led faunistic and 

taxonomic studies hinders our understanding of these patterns of endemism. 

Here w e provide a descript ion of an endemic linyphiid species f rom Sri Lan­

ka's central highlands. This study is part of an ongoing island-wide survey of 

spider diversity. 

Labullinyphia v a n H e l s d i n g e n , 1985 is a spider genus of enigmatic phylo­

genet ic posit ion wi th in Linyphi idae. Labullinyphia tersa ( S i m o n , 1 8 9 4 ) w a s 

first descr ibed based on a small series of adult females. Simon ( 1 8 9 4 : 691 ) 

placed it wi thin the genus Linyphia, perhaps influenced by its genera l somatic 

appearance , a l though he pointed out that the tibial spination pat tern was like 

tha t of trigone (it is very unlikely that Simon studied the remarkable internal 
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