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In order to elucidate the probable etiological factors for the incidence of gastric 
cancer, the interaction between selenate and fulvic acids was investigated under 
chemically controlled conditions. The reduction ability of selenate by fulvic acids was 
enhanced in acidic conditions. The fulvic acids may play an important role in the 
nitrosation process. Thus the investigations of the mechanism by which selenate 
interact with fulvic acids will provide a new insight into the chemical activation 
process by which selenium supplementation is supposed to act as an anticarcinogen. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Previous epidemiological studies 1 , 2 have shown that the northern 
and the western regions of Sri Lanka have an unusually high rate of 
gastric cancer. Compared to this, the rates of incidence of this 
condition in the other regions of the island is low. This extraordi-

•Contribution from the Soil-Vegetation-Health Study Group. 
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