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Abstract 

Investigation of the dichloromethane extract of the stem of Fiiicium decipiens yielded a 
new natural product, 24-norneohopa-4(23),22(29)-diene-33,6f3,70-triol 7-caffeate (1). © 2001 
Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved. 
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1. Introduction 

T h e Sri L a n k a n flora compr i se s approximate ly 13 g e n e r a and 24 s p e c i e s o f the 
family S a p i n d a c e a e . O u t of these , e ight spec i e s are c o n s i d e r e d to be e n d e m i c t o Sri 
Lanka [1]. In cont inuat ion o f our s tudies o n Sri Lankan S a p i n d a c e a e [ 2 - 4 ] w e have 
chemica l ly inves t igated Fiiicium decipiens (Wight et Arn . ) Thwai t e s , a tree of 
m o d e r a t e s ize growing in w e t and in termedia te z o n e s of Sri Lanka [5] and a lso in 
southern Africa. F o u r tr i terpenoidal s a p o n i n s h a v e b e e n repor ted from the s t e m 
bark [6]. Prel iminary invest igat ions of the d i c h l o r o m e t h a n e , m e t h a n o l and n-butanol 
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