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Abstract 

Recent discoveries of a few crystals of diamonds in Sri Lanka have 
generated great interest in diamond exploration. Areas containing high-
pressure rock types such as garnet diopside granulites and peridotites as 
indicated by serpentinites are suitable targets for diamond exploration 

— in Sri Lanka. 
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Introduction - "~ 
The ubiquitious occurrence of gemstones in Sri Lanka, 

particularly within ths~Kighland Group of rocks_(Munasinghe and 
Dissanayake, 1981; Rupasinghe and DTssanayake, 1986) has raised the 
interesting question of the possibility of diamond occurring in Sri 
Lanka. Graphite is commonly found in the Highland Group of rocks 
and it is quite possible that the g"rap"nite diamond transition line occurs 
a*- depth. Apa r t / r am the theoretical possibilities for proper conditions 
of diamond formation at deeper levels of the granulite belt of Sri-Lanka-. 

_the recent discovery of some diamonds in Sri Lanka has created a major 
interest in exploring for diamonds. Except for a_very brief paper by 
Gunaratne (1965) and more recently by Gunawardena and Rupasinghe 
(1986), no detailed investigations have been carried out in Sri Lanka. 

Recent discoveries of diamond in Sri Lanka 
Even though there are unconfirmed reports of 6 diamond samples 

that have been discovered in Sri Lanka. 4 of them are of doubtful 
validity. Two samples however have proved to be genuine and have 
been subjected to detailed chemical and mineralogical examination.. A 
diamond sample was discovered in a gem pit at Angamedilla. a village 
on the northern bank of Ambanganga at Kalahagala, Polormaruwa. 
(Personal Communication with Mr. D. Fernando). The gem pits of the 
area 3 to 8 meters deep and contained garnets (rhodolite -
almandine), quartz, zircon, chrysoberyl and corundum. 

The second diamond sample"\vas discovered in a gem pit in the 
Ratnapura-Balangoda gem field, in an area containing zircon granites 
along with metamorphic rocks of the charnockite-metasedimentary 
type. 
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