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Abstract 

Heat-treatable low quality corundum (Geuda) exhibit a wide range of properties and the local 
gem-trade identifies these stones mainly on the basis of their appearance. This work attempts 
to classify geuda on the basis of colour, appearance and the nature of inclusions. Local names 
for the different varieties well known to the gem-trade are explained in this classification. 

Zusammenfassiing 

Die zur Warmebehandlung geeigneten Korunde von Geuda-Qualitat weisen sehr unterschied-
liche Eigenschaften auf und der lokale Handel unterscheidet diese Steine uberwiegend aufgrund 
ihres Erscheinungsbildes. Die vorliegende Arbeit versucht deshalb, Geuda-Korunde aufgrund 
von Farbe, Erscheinungsbild und Natur ihrer Einschlusse zu klassifizieren. Innerhalb dieser 
Klassifikation werden die dem Handel wohlbekannten, lokalen Bezeichnungen der verschiedenen 
Varietaten erklart. 

Introduction 

Sri Lanka along with other countries such as Thailand, Burma, Brazil and South 
Africa, is internationally known for the wide variety and abundant occurrences of 
coloured gems. Sri Lanka produces gemstones such as rubies, sapphires, spinel, garnet 
etc. Blue sapphires fetch high prices in the world market and, therefore, these gems 
have been a significant source of foreign exchange for Sri Lanka. 

Corundum is one of the most common gemstones in Sri Lanka. All varieties of 
corundum occur in gem-bearing sediments. Gem-quality corundum "in situ" could 
be seen very rarely and is therefore reported only occasionally (Rupasinghe & Dis­
sanayake, 1987). In addition to the gem-quality corundum types such as sapphire, 
padmaraga and ruby, there exists a valuable non gem-quality corundum termed "Geu­
da" in Sinhala, the mother language of 78 % of the population of Sri Lanka. Geuda 
is a relatively recent discovery and became popular only about 20 years ago. It is 
not known how the term "Geuda" came into the trade and its meaning is also not 
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