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Abstract i 

This paper gives an overview of the available information on the status of water quality in Sri Lanka 
and addresses the direct and indirect factors affecting water quality. In addition to natural factors such 
as the prevailing geochemistry in the catchn^nt area and thecljmate conditions, land use pattern also 
affect water quality. Faecal contamination is a common fe<*»re in the $urface water, while loading of•„ 
phosphorus and nitrogen speci|| from agriculture lands, live stock arid human settlements with poor 
sewerage treatment facilities have propioted hypeutrophication. Pollution by trace elements is confined 
only to the surface waters interceptinj2 major cities and urban centers. ' 

• f f x 1. Introduction '[';"•' 
; The watershed geochemistry has been shown to be the [nost important determinant 

of water quality (Douglas, 1968; Webb & Wailing,^ 1974).jfiibbs (1970) coined rock-
dominance, precipitation and evaporation-crystallization processes to explain the chemical 
composition of epicontinental surface waters. Vegetation plays an important role in 
regulating nutrient concentrations in running waters .(Johnson et al., 1969). Altitude can 
also influence the water chemistry due to variations in water balance (Vitousek, 1977). 
However, nothing is definitive, since spatial and temporal variations in water chemistry 
are conditioned by the overall framework within which the hydrogeochemical system 
functions but, within a particular climatic region, rainfall, watershed characteristics, 
vegetation and soil may become more significant (Gower, 1980). 
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