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Abstract: N i n e h e d e r a g e n i n s a p o n i n s i n c l u d i n g s e v e n n e w , i so la ted f rom 

Pometia cximia H o o k . f. of t he family S a p i n d a c e a e h a v e b e e n t e s t e d for 

mol lusc ic ida l act ivi ty a g a i n s t Biomphalaria glabrata, o n e of t he sna i l vec to r s of 

s ch i s to somias i s (bi lharziasis) . 
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INTRODUCTION 

T h e d i sease , s ch i s to somias i s is e n d e m i c to a b o u t 75 c o u n t r i e s t h r o u g h o u t S o u t h 

Amer ica , Africa a n d the far East. A b o u t 250 mil l ion p e o p l e a re a n n u a l l y infected. 

It is c a u s e d by paras i t i c f l a t w o r m s of the g e n u s Schistosoma.1 C h e m o t h e r a p y is 

o n e w a y of con t ro l l ing this d i sease . A d i s a d v a n t a g e of t he m e t h o d is t h e h i g h cos t 

of the d r u g s a n d the poss ibi l i ty of re-infeclion. H e n c e it is v e r y i m p o r t a n t to 

i n t r o d u c e n e w , s i m p l e a n d i n e x p e n s i v e m e t h o d s to d e s t r o y t h e vec to r of t h e s e 

paras i t ic d i seases . P lan t s w i t h mol lusc ic ida l p r o p e r t i e s p l a y an i m p o r t a n t ro le in 

this r ega rd . In c o n t i n u a t i o n of ou r sea rch for biological ly ac t ive c o m p o u n d s f rom 

Sri L a n k a n p l a n t s , t he p r e s e n t inves t iga t ion w a s car r ied o u t on Pometia eximia of 

the family S a p i n d a c e a e . P. cximia is a t ree of m o d e r a t e s ize g r o w i n g in Sri L a n k a . 2 

RESULTS A N D D I S C U S S I O N 

T h e d r y g r o u n d m a t u r e s t e m of P. eximia w a s defa t t ed w i t h l ight pe t ro l a n d t h e n 

ex t rac ted w i t h m e t h a n o l . P re l imina ry i nves t i ga t ions on the M e O H ext rac t 
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