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ABSTRACT The capture fishery> at. theVictoria, reservoir, 'which was a 
subsidiary-enterprise under state. patronage was under the control, of the 
Ministry of Fisheries, since the reservoir was commissioned, in 1984. Vie 
present sintation is characterised-by financial, constraints and absence of 
organized, management^ with no in—depth, knowledge about theeco— system 
itself- Vie main causefor.this.is, die^clicuige.in. Government policy whicli. 
took effect pom Jury 1990- Vie present at—going sntdies have monitored 
the. temporaLclianges in the mean- monthly catchy and the breeding success 
of the-exotics- Results obtained during^ this study reveal that in addition, 
to hydro— power there is. the'potentiality of'.developingthe Victoria reseri'oir 
into a sustainable enterprise. It is apparent that the absence of appropriate 
knowledges on fislt, populations, by exploiters could jeopardise the fish yield 
of this, reservoir. 
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. The.short, history- of"reservoir fisheries in Sri Lanka, has shown 
that, the; main goal has.-.been"to enhance fish production in.- large 
perennial irrigation tanks, and reservoirs.. This has been achieved* by 
the introduction of exotic species. In fact, the reservoir fishery became 
successful, only after introduction of the cichlid Oreochromis mossambicus 
front Singapore in- 1952, which has established itself in all our inland 
water bodies*.and^has-. now become, the mainstay, of. Sri-. Lanka's inland. 
fishery, , . 

. Victoria^ one. of the: newly built highland, reservoirs.- is. the largest 
hydro — power: reservoir. im.the- country- Since; its impoundment the:. 
Government: of Sri. Lanka..stocked., this, reservoir with African cichiids-
and Indian- and Chinese: carpsw with: the. object.'of establishing^ a. fishery 
as. a source of protein supply to the rural communities in the area-
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